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Do You Even Geek Sports and Fitness? - Reynolds

Apps, gamification, heart rate computer bands, zombie runs... There
are more ways than ever to improve the health of our physical meat
sacks in the nerdiest of ways!

Panelists: James Maxey (M), Calvin Powers, Matthew Penick, Mur
Lafferty, Bill Ferris, lan Malone

Reading: Gail Z, Martin - Crescent

5:00 PM

Queer Fandom: QUILTBAG of Holding - Smith

“As you know, Bob, I'm super gay.” Let’s touch base and discuss the
state of QUILTBAG fandom! An annual discussion and mixer.
Panelists: Michael Williams {M), Sharon Stogner, Mandy Burkead,
Tracy Holt, Gerty McHenry

Genre Mashed Potatoes: Do Genres Even Matter? -
Cameron

Are genres good for onything other than outdated shelving categories
at book stores?

Panelists: Joshua Leone (M), Richard Dansky, John G. Hartness, Misty
Massey, Betty Cross

“You”-duunit: Writing Mysteries and Thrillers - Reynolds
Join novelists, comics writers, and more to talk about how fo construct
a good mystery that keeps your readers guessing!

Panelists: Suzanne Adair (M), Justin Lapoint, Janet Carden, Deek
Rhew, Fraser Sherman

Reading: Stuart Jaffe - Crescent

6:00 PM

Conventions and Disabilities - Smith

Join Chris Shrewsbury and others for a discussion of physical, mental,
and emotional disabilities in fandom and convention culture.
Panelists: Chris Shrewsbury (M), Joshua Leone, John Lapoint, Justin
Lapoint, Joey Starnes, lan Malone






Trivia for Chocolate - Cameron

Our annual “Stump the Nerds” challenge FOR CHOCOLATE!
Hosted by Rich Sigfrit

They Blinded me with Science - Reynolds

Join Raulie, Christopher, and a panel of actual science people to
discuss the crunchy realities of the year’s hottest SF movies and books!
Panelists: Chris Holmgist (M), Raulie Raulerson (M), James Maxey,
Gray Rinehart, Leann Rettell

Reading: Fraser Sherman - Crescent

9:00 PM

Box of Office Bombs - Smith

Sci-fi, comic, or fantasy movies aren’t niche and they’re getting some
mega-budgets. Why do so many under perform?

Panelists: Jason Gilbert (M}, Bill Ferris, Michael G. Williams, Samantha
Bryant, Jay Requard, lan Malone

Aliens Among Us? - Cameron

Alien life is a popular discussion both in real life and fiction. Is it that
out of left field to think they’re already here?

Panelists: James Maxey (M), Stuart Jaffe, Josh Leone, Jim McDonald,
Ada Milenkovic Brown

The Witch’s Candy House: Dark Side of Fairy Tales -
Reynolds

Many western fairy tales have some pretty intense roots! Pass me that
gingerbread...

Panelists: Misty Massey (M), Melissa McArthur, Tera Fulbright, Gail
Martin, Emily Leverett

Reading: lan Muneshwar - Crescent

10:00 PM

“Ships” for the Ages: Pop Culture Pairings (18+) - Smith
Join Color of Fandom for this 18+ panel about the most titillating
relationships in our fave books, tv shows, and movies!

Panelists: Donna Eason (M), Kenya Easley, Tracy Walker, Erley Tilus,
Deborah Ulmer















Panelists: Michael G. Williams (M), Richard Dansky, Justin Hoyland,
Roger Carden, Chris Holmquist

Reading: Misty Massey - Crescent

4:00 PM

Science Clickbait! - Smith

“Ugh, science is so unreliable! One minute they say butter is bad, and
now they say | should eat sticks of butter in my coffee every morning!”
How headlines misinterpret and mislead the public on what science is
and what it says.

Panelists: Chris Holmgqist (M), Raulie Raulerson, James Maxey, Gray
Rinehart, Ada Milenkovic Brown

CosPlay for Charity - Cameron
Join Fan Group CausePlay Carolinas for how-tos and stories of
bringing characters to life for good causes!

Hidden Gems of Diverse Speculative Fiction — Reynolds
Color of Fandom hosts a roundtable on some of their favorite works
by authors of color that you may have missed.

Panelists: Donna Eason (M), Karen Stanley, Robyn McGlotten

Reading: Mur Lafferty - Crescent

5:00 PM

Hold on to The Light: A Discussion of Mental lllness - Smith
A discussion of creativity and mental health hosted by the Hold on to
the Light initiative.

Panelists: Darin Kennedy (M}, John Hartness, Gail Martin, Misty
Massey

Costume Contest Awards and Promenade - Cameron

Come show off your work at our 2nd annual Fashion Show! We
feature two costume contest divisions: Craftsmanship (traditional “pro”
or enthusiast division: entry and judging open from 4-5 pm Friday and
1-3pm Saturday) and Showcase (judging occurs at the Promenade and
is geared toward casual, walk-in or novice costumers). See our web
site or fliers af the registration table for more details and categories!
Hosted by the 105th Engineers, judging by independent panel



Fanfiction: Fun and Fundamentals - Reynolds
Fanfic! What it is and why we love it!
Panelists: J.L. Hilton (M), Stacey Lantagne, Alyssa Wong, Tracy Walker

Reading: Suzanne Adair - Crescent

6:00 PM

Geeky Rants — Smith

It’s like a real-life TWEETSTORM full of only the ANGRIEST NERDS. What
petty hill would you like to die on today?

Panelists: Chris Shrewsbury (M), Janet S. Planets, Jason Gilbert, Michael
G. Williams, Carol Cowles, Darin Kennedy, Margaret S. McGraw

Reading: Gray Rinehart - Crescent

7:00 PM

Charity Auction and Cookie Break - Smith

Proceeds from this year’s charity Auction will benefit Child’s Play, an
organization that provides toys and games to kids in hospitals and
domestic violence shelters.

Hosted by Rich Sigfrit and CausePlay Carolinas

Reading: Bill Ferris ~ Crescent

8:00 PM

Splintered Reality - Cameron/Reynolds

Existential Nerd Metal band Splintered Reality kicks off a night of
performances!

Reading: Julie Steinbacher - Crescent

9:00 PM

League of Extraordinary Belly Dancers - Cameron/Reynolds

Candy Salon - Hotel Bar and Atrium
Are the performances not your scene? Join us in the hotel bar for
bowls of candy and conversation!

10:30 PM

Nerd-Vana Burlesque — Cameron/Reynolds






Moving Past the “Tragic Gay” in Storytelling - Reynolds

It wasn’t that long ago that having a queer character in a story ot all
was a “Dangerous Vision,” let alone a queer character that got to be
happy (still weeping for you, Tara). What does the future hold?
Panelists: lan Muneshwar (M), Betty Cross, Julie Steinbacher, Natania
Barron, Sharon Stogner

Reading: James Maxey - Crescent

12:00 PM

Mothers and Daughters — Smith

Women'’s relationships to each other are simultaneously universal and
unique. Let’s explore feminine familial relationships in genre fiction!
Panelists: Michele Berger (M), Alyssa Wong, Holly Walrath, Leann
Rettell, Susan Griffith

Music for the Road: Gray Rinehart and David Tyberg —-
Cameron

Join nerdy singer-songwriters Gray and David for a few acoustic tunes
on guitar and rock banjo!

Steampunk’d?! - Reynolds

Finally awake? Panelists “steampunk” books and movies based on
audience suggestions!

Panelists: Margaret McGraw (M), Tera Fulbright, Jason Gilbert,
Natania Barron, Andrew Greeson

Reading: Jim McDonald - Crescent

1:00 PM

Crowdfunding: Is It Right for Your Project? - Smith
Kickstarter and other crowd funding sites can be huge, but is it right
for your project?

Panelists: Alex Matsuo {M), John Hartness, Margaret McGraw, Stacey
Lantagne, Suzanne Adair

Casting Castigations — Cameron

White washed casting is still a thing. Is it getting better? Worse? What
does “better” even mean when actors of color aren’t given credit for
having “mainstream appeal”?
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